
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 15, 2015 
	  
Public Information Office 
Canutillo Independent School District 
P.O. Box 100 
Canutillo, Texas 79835 

	  
Shane B. Griffith 

Public Information Officer 
Phone (915) 877-7481 

Cell (915) 246-6603 
Fax (915) 877-7483 

sgriffith@canutillo-isd.org

 
CISD Board of Trustees Approve Contract with Local 
Muralists to Repaint Flag Mural at Reyes Elementary  
Operation Paint It Back donations to fund all expenses at no cost to CISD taxpayers.  

 
CANUTILLO, TEXAS – The Canutillo Independent School District (CISD) Board of 
Trustees approved a contract and design on July 13 to hire two El Paso muralists, Martin 
Zubia and Ulices Gonzalez, to repaint a mural of the U.S. Flag at the new Congressman 
Silvestre and Caroline Reyes Elementary School located at 7440 Northern Pass Drive El 
Paso, TX 79932. The contract will cost $5,000 to include all labor and material.  
 
“We are so grateful to the two muralists who have saved the day for our community,” said 
Laure Searls, President of the CISD Board of Trustees. “Their commitment to do  what’s 
right, combined with the generosity of our donors and supporters means that we will 
perform this project at no cost to our taxpayers or use any bond funds.”  
 
The team of muralists approved CISD in last May stating that they could perform this job at 

a much more competitive price due to their experience of painting large exterior murals at various 
locations across El Paso, including Segundo Barrio. Both muralists studied art at the University of 
Texas at El Paso (UTEP) and have their own equipment including scaffolds, paint brushes and rollers. 
Work is expected to commence the week of July 20 and conclude by the grand opening of the new 
LEED Silver school on August 13. 
 
The flag wall features 50 stars and waves permanently imprinted into the concrete panels on a canvas 
that measures 313.5 feet wide by 26 feet tall for a total surface area of 6,150 square feet. Thus far, 
Operation Paint It Back has raised $14,230 from 68 donors, 44 of whom contributed at least $250 to the 
effort. In addition to the generosity of the donors and muralists, Sherwin Williams will sell the 41 gallons 
of paint to CISD at cost and Brian Kennedy of the El Paso Sports Commission will sponsor the 
muralists’ insurance expenses. Once the contract has been paid, CISD will use the balance of the 
donations to maintain the flag mural in the future through a special Reyes Elementary account. 
 
“Ulices and I are confident that the Canutillo and Reyes Elemenatry School communities will be very 
pleased with the quality of our work as we help honor our great county through the symbol of our 
nation’s flag,” said Martin Zubia. “We appreciated CISD’s trust and confidence and hope that our mural 
is one in which we will all be proud.”  
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Ulices Gonzalez, left, and Martin Zubia will repaint the flag mural at Reyes 
Elementary School prior to the grand opening ceremony on August 13, 2015. They have extensive 
mural experience at locations across El Paso, including Segundo Barrio. 

 


